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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Americans Divided on Adding a 51st State,
New Stetson Survey Finds

A slim majority supports adding Puerto Rico, while Trump’s goal 
of annexing Canada and Greenland gains little traction

DeLand, Florida, March 6, 2025 — With the current debate over U.S. expansion, a new survey by the Center for Public Opinion Research (CPOR) at Stetson University finds that Americans remain deeply divided on the prospect of adding a 51st state. 

While Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C., emerge as the most favored candidates, a significant portion of the public remains skeptical about any expansion. The survey, conducted from Feb. 21-24, 2025, included a sample of 1,006 U.S. adults, with a +/- 3.7% margin of error at a 95% confidence level.

President Trump has ignited discussions on U.S. expansion by publicly advocating for the annexation of Greenland and Canada. In February, Trump expressed that “Canada would be much better off being the 51st state.” On March 4, Trump stated in a joint address to Congress that the U.S. would assume control of Greenland “one way or another.”

CPOR’s survey found these proposals lack broad public support. Among those who favored adding a 51st state, only 17% selected Greenland. Similarly, support for Canadian statehood was limited at 24%. Among those who supported Canadian annexation, 66% earned less than $50,000 annually, 57% had a high school diploma or less, and 50% identified as Republican. 

In the survey, respondents were asked if they supported statehood for a list that included Canada, Greenland, Washington, D.C., and the five U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Thirty-six percent of respondents supported statehood for none of them. Of those, the majority were female (57%), had some college (29%) or a bachelor’s degree (45%), and made over $50,000 annually (63%).  

Of respondents who indicated at least one should be a state, Puerto Rico remains the most widely supported option for statehood (55%). Among those who selected Puerto Rico, 44% were Independents, 35% were Democrats and 21% were Republicans. 

Washington, D.C., followed closely behind with 51% support, again showing a similar partisan divide. Of those who selected Washington, D.C., 41% were Independents, 37% were Democrats, and 23% were Republicans.

Following Puerto Rico (55%) and Washington D.C. (51%), support for statehood for the others were: U.S. Virgin Islands (32%); Canada (24%); American Samoa (19%); Guam (18%); Greenland (17%); and lastly the Northern Mariana Islands (7%).

"With the addition of a new state, the state would get representatives in the U.S. House as well as two U.S. senators. This would be particularly important for the U.S. Senate where a major party would need to control more than 51 seats to have a majority," said Kelly Smith, PhD, associate professor of political science at Stetson University. "Depending upon whether that new state was largely Republican, Democratic, or a competitive state, it would have implications for party control of the Senate.

“The results of the survey highlight how perceptions of U.S. expansion vary by political affiliation, income level, and education,” Smith continued. “While Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C., continue to receive the most support for statehood, the broader appetite for expansion remains low, especially regarding the more controversial proposals, such as annexing Canada or Greenland.”


Methodology
This study was conducted by Stetson University’s Center for Public Opinion Research through  SSRS on its Opinion Panel Omnibus platform. The SSRS Opinion Panel Omnibus is a national, twice-per-month, probability-based survey. Data collection was conducted from February 21 – February 23, 2025, among a sample of 1,006 respondents. The survey was conducted via web (n=976) and telephone (n=30) and administered in English. The margin of error for total respondents is +/-3.7 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. All SSRS Opinion Panel Omnibus data are weighted to represent the target population of U.S. adults ages 18 or older.

About the Center for Public Opinion Research (CPOR)
The Center for Public Opinion Research at Stetson University specializes in nonpartisan public opinion polling and survey research. CPOR provides valuable insights into political, social and economic issues affecting Florida and the United States. For more information, visit http://stetson.edu/cpor.


About Stetson University
Founded in 1883, Stetson University is the oldest private university in Central Florida. Stetson focuses on intense learning experiences in a supportive community that allows students to develop their voice in a connected, inclusive environment. Stetson University ranks No. 7 on U.S. News & World Report’s 2025 list of Best Regional Universities (South) and has been recognized as one of The Princeton Review’s Best 390 Colleges for 2025.
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